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Status of infection with hepatitis C virus and treatment in prisoners
charged with violating the Stimulants Control Act

Masanori KOBIYAMA", Sachiko SAINO"
Hirofumi NIITSUMA?
1) Fukushima Prison ~ 2) Miyagi Prison

Although measures targeting people who inject drugs (PWID) are considered to be important for
elimination of hepatitis C, detailed data are unavailable regarding hepatitis C among stimulant
abusers in Japan. To elucidate the actual status of stimulant abusers in Japan, we surveyed 286
men incarcerated in Fukushima prison for violation of the Stimulants Control Act. The positive
rate for hepatitis C virus (HCV) antibodies was 68.9%. It increased with age. The most common
circumstance in which the participants tested positive for anti-HCV antibody was during the stay
in a penal institution, accounting for 51.8% of them. Further, 94.4% of the anti-HCV-positive par-
ticipants reported that a presumable infection route was the intravenous injection of stimulants.
Antiviral therapy had been administered to 41.1% of the anti-HCV-positive participants, and sus-
tained virological response (SVR) was achieved in only 28.4%. After antiviral therapy, 58.0% of
the anti-HCV-positive participants reported that they injected stimulants by syringe sharing. The
subsidy system for medical care for hepatitis was known to 57.4% of the anti-HCV-positive par-
ticipants. Regarding reasons for being untreated for hepatitis C, 42.2% of the anti-HCV-positive
participants were judged not requiring any treatment by attending physicians. In the future, a sys-
tem should be established in which many HCV-infected PWID being released from prisons would
be referred to hospitals having specialists in liver diseases.
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