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Hepatitis C infection rates in Japanese penal institutions
: Current status

Hirofumi NIITSUMA
Miyagi Prison

We investigated the status of hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection rates among sentenced persons
confined in Japanese penal institutions. Test results were obtained from 48.2% of 34,545 sen-
tenced persons. The HCV-positive rate was 16.4%. It was estimated that if all sentenced persons
were tested, the number of positive cases would be 4700(13.6%). According to the treatment indi-
ces, the HCV-positive rates were 2.4% for Index A, 22.8% for Index B, 6.1% for Indices P and M,
and 16.0% for Index W. The HCV -positive rates in Japanese penal institutions are markedly high-
er than the HCV-carrier rate of 0.70% to 1.02% in the Japanese population. Since the transmission
of HCV infection presumably continues among persons who inject drugs, increasing HCV testing
rates in Japanese penal institutions and providing sentenced persons with antiviral treatment after
their release are necessary for eradication of HCV in Japan.
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